[Clinical and radiological findings in two cases of aspergillosis of the central nervous system in children].
Aspergillosis is the second fungemia after candidiasis that affects the central nervous system of immunodeppresed and immunocompetent humans. The literature reports nearly always compromised adults. Two pediatric cases of central nervous system aspergillosis with different clinical course are presented. The first of them, is a immunocompetent person in whom a granulomatous disease of the central nervous system was suspected. The cultivation of stereotaxic biopsy reported thin septated hyphae. After 42 days of treatment with itraconazol the patient recovered completely. The second patient, had an acute lymphoblastic leukemia and developed a widespread aspergillosis including the central nervous system. In spite of antifungic treatment for 63 days, he died of heart failure. Diagnosis of aspergillosis is difficult because of the poor specificity of the neuroimages, cerebrospinal fluid and complementary labs. The images are indistinguishable from acute ischemia infarcts and later those images change to abscesses. Direct KOH staining and the cultivation of biopsed samples confirmed the diagnosis of aspergillosis. An aggressive treatment with amphotericin B and itraconazol is recommended, but high mortality is suspected. Diagnosis, neuroimaging, clinical evolution and treatment are discussed.